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Shabbat Shalom! There is a Talmudic story, perhaps familiar to you, about
Honi the Circle Maker. One day we have Honi, this curious Israelite, walking
along a road when he sees a man planting a carob tree. Honi says to him,
“How many years until this tree will bear fruit?” The man replied, “It will not
produce any fruit until seventy years have passed.” Honi replied back,
“Wow...and you will live another seventy years? You will wait that long to
eat from this tree?” The man responded, with kindness in his heart: “Just as
my ancestors planted trees for me, | too am planting trees for my

descendants.”!

' Taanit 23a: 15-16



As many of you know, my wife and | welcomed our daughter, Ida, to our
family in May this year - she actually turns 6 months old on Monday! And so
perhaps it is for that reason that | have been drawn to this story recently. |
have certainly found myself appreciating all that my parents did to support
me, while at the same time figuring out how best to support Ida and allow
her to thrive in the future. But beyond my own family, looking at the whole
of our Jewish tradition, legacy seems to be at the center. If we look to our
prayers, our Talmudic discussions, our family traditions, our rituals, so many
of them are concerned with ideas of legacy. Ideas of honoring the past and
future through the transmitting of values and other cherished parts of life.

In our Torah portion this week, we find one of our own ancestors,
Abraham, grappling with similar ideas of legacy. Although named Chayei
Sarah, “The Life of Sarah”, this parsha actually begins with the death of
Sarah. We read:
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"Sarah’s lifetime - the span of Sarah’s life - came to be 100 years and

20 years and 7 years.”?

2 Genesis 23:1



Rashi, our commentator from the 11th century, notes that, “The word
years is repeated...to indicate that they were all equally good.” And so after
all of these years and experiences, we say goodbye to Sarah and are left to
wonder about her legacy: What impact did she have? How will she be
remembered? What do we make of her life? And with her death, we witness
Abraham struggle through an end-of-life crisis. We find him reflecting upon
his own life, feeling his own mortality, experiencing an enormous inflection
point. Years earlier, God had promised Abraham that he would have
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky. But perhaps it is in this
moment that Abraham resolves to not only be our ancestral patriarch, but a
good ancestor to future generations; in short, he wants to secure his legacy.
He quickly springs into action: He buys a burial plot, so that Sarah can be
properly mourned and remembered, her own legacy protected. He works to
make sure that Isaac finds a caring and compassionate wife and can continue
the family lineage. He creates a will to pass along all that he owns to Isaac,
the next leader of the Israelites. And after all of this work, after trying to
secure his legacy and the legacy of our people, Abraham dies. And the text
offers us a parallel description of his life and legacy, reminding us of the
importance of each and every year of a person’s life:
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This was the total span of Abraham’s life: 100 years and 70 years and

five years.?

3 Genesis 25:7



Often when we think about the concept of legacy, we find ourselves
considering the ways in which older generations strive to support and care
for younger generations. And yet, right after Abraham dies, we see the ways
in which younger generations also hold a responsibility to older generations
in order to protect their legacy. Our Torah describes Isaac and Ishmael,
Abraham’s sons, coming together after being apart for many years, to bury
Abraham in the Cave of Machpelah, the cave that Abraham bought when
Sarah died. Ishmael, the son who was banished into the wilderness with his
mother, Hagar; and Isaac, the son who was nearly sacrificed on top of a
mountain by Abraham; these two sons, overcoming trauma, anger, and grief,
come together to bury their father, carry on his legacy, and begin to create a
legacy of their own.

Each of us, no matter our age or generation or family structure, have a
choice in how we build our legacy. When we consider the legacy we inherit
from others and the legacy we are leaving behind, we must remember that
we have agency, we have choices to make. How we treat our loved ones,
how we interact with our coworkers, how we connect with our community
members, how we respond to the challenges of this city, country, and world
will determine our legacy. And, our Torah reminds us too that even if we feel
like we’ve failed in one area, that there is always room for forgiveness,

compassion, and a new way forward.



There were three events this week for our CBE community that offer a
glimpse, perhaps some wisdom, into how we can think about legacy. First,
on Tuesday night, we hosted a screening of the film, There Is Another Way,
in partnership with the Other Israel Film Festival. This documentary focuses
on the work of Combatants for Peace, a group of Israelis and Palestinians -
all former combatants - who now work for justice, equality, and peace
throughout the region. The film details the way in which the group,
established years before October 7th, navigated the challenges of
coexistence and peace-building over the past two years. The title of the
documentary, There Is Another Way, demonstrates the commitment of this
organization and its leaders to create a new path, a different way forward for
the future. With every meeting and event and rally, they are taking the
legacy given to them - one filled with bloodshed, violence, and despair - and
choosing to build a different legacy - one filled with compassion, trust, and

ultimately peace.



Second, on Wednesday afternoon, myself, Rabbi Timoner, and several
CBE members made our way to a courthouse in downtown Brooklyn. We
were there for the sentencing trial of Sanford Solney, an Orthodox Jewish
man found guilty of deed theft, defrauding 11 people out of their homes,
almost all of whom were people of color and immigrants. Rachel Geballe,
one of our members and a lawyer for one of the victims, asked us to show
up because at the previous hearing, many Orthodox Jewish supporters of
Solney packed the courtroom, creating a distressing and demeaning
environment for the victims and their families. We were there to show that
Jews care about justice and righteousness, that those values are part of our
legacy. Solney was sentenced to up to 7 years in prison, and many of the
victims will receive their homes back, although they will not receive
restitution for the rent money that Solney collected while holding their
homes. As | looked around the courtroom, and heard some of the victims’
impact statements, it was so clear that Solney had not only attempted to
take their homes from them; he was attempting to take away their legacy, a
source of comfort, protection, and generational wealth that should be

shared with their kids and grandkids through their homes.



After the trial, Clotilde Wendpagnangde Sawadogo, an immigrant from
Burkina Faso, shared her story with the New York Times: “For more than 13
years, my family and | have endured unimaginable hardship in our fight to
reclaim the deed to our home. What should have been a straightforward
matter of property rights became a prolonged and devastating ordeal — one
that has inflicted deep emotional, physical and psychological harm on every
member of our family.”* With the closure of this case, | pray that each of
these families, our neighbors here in Brooklyn, experiences the healing they

need to move forward and preserve their legacy for generations to come.
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Third, on Wednesday night this week, we held the first gathering of
CBE’s Multigenerational Dialogue on Israel/Palestine. Led by Rabbi Lisa Grant
and Rabbi David Adelson, this group is made up of CBE members aged
27-73, and all holding a variety of ideas, opinions, and experiences on
Israel/Palestine. As Rabbi Timoner noted last week in her Friday night
sermon about the election here in this city, interactions between people of
different generations have not always been smooth in our Jewish
community, especially on this topic. And yet, our goal with this group, and
with future opportunities, is to build a different legacy. One that cherishes
relationships across generations and across lines of difference, and
ultimately one that builds a better future for Israelis and Palestinians, but
also for all of humanity. That is the legacy | hope to leave my daughter as she
grows up in this community, and it’s a legacy that all of us here right now
deserve in our lifetimes, and that all future generations of CBE members

deserve as well.



As we consider all of these ideas, both from our ancestors in Torah and
in our community this week, perhaps the simple wisdom of our friend Honi
the Circle Maker can guide us forward. What was planted before us that we
have benefited from? What will we plant for future generations? And how
can we build a legacy we can be proud of? A legacy for our loved ones and
this community and all of humanity. A legacy of goodness, wholeness,

compassion, and peace. Shabbat Shalom!



