
Yashar koach, Hannah and Eloise, on your beautiful divrei Torah this morning. 
You have both grappled with ideas that are immediately relevant and 
important for this moment in time.  
 
Eloise, you brought a teaching that probably a lot of us are thinking about. You 
said that we need to have leaders that we can trust, lamenting the fact that we 
often don’t trust some of the most powerful leaders in our country today. And 
you gave us meaningful examples of how Moses is a great leader, having 
worked hard to earn the trust of his people - not a perfect leader, but one who 
understood the needs of his people, saw their humanity, and reliably did what 
he could to care for them. I’m going to come back to your teaching a little 
further on.   
 
Hannah, you drew deep meaning from parshat Vayakhel-Pekudei as well, 
creating metaphor from a moment in the creation of the Mishkan, the 
Tabernacle, in which the people kept bringing more and more and more gifts 
for building it, until Moses told them that they needed to stop because hayta 
dayam - they had brought enough, and more than enough. You compared this 
to how we need to find the right balance between giving to others who are in 
need and taking care of our own selves such that we don’t, through our giving, 
become too vulnerable. You saw in Moses’ words the idea that it is holy to 
give generously and it is holy to also be protective of our own stability. 
 
Hannah, I want to start with your teaching as it applies to our world today.  
 
Today is a day of such great joy and so I regret, but need to, talk about some 
of the difficulties of this past week. I intend that it will be toward something 
hopeful, but first, it will be hard.  
 
In the context of your teaching, I want to talk about two terrible incidents that 
happened this week, though they are quite different from each other. The first 
was the car ramming attack at Temple Israel, a Reform congregation in 
Detroit, MI. As is well known by now, a man drove his car into the building with 
the intent to do as much damage as he could, engaged a security guard, and 
was thankfully stopped before he killed anyone.  



It’s a very scary thing that happened but their security worked very well and 
we are all incredibly grateful for that and for our own security team, who we 
know we can count on every single day.  
 
We have since learned that the person who committed this act was a 
Lebanese born American whose young niece and nephew were tragically 
killed in an Israeli attack on Lebanon earlier this month. This seems to 
suggest that his attack on Temple Israel was meant as an act of revenge 
because of his anger at Israel and his grief for his family.  
 
And while we, just simply as human beings and as a Jewish community, can 
of course understand his anger and his grief - to state what is probably 
obvious - there is no justification for violence against innocent people. None. 
And, additionally important to say and understand: to blame the Jewish people 
inside of that congregation’s building for Israel’s actions is equally 
unjustifiable. This was an act of deep-seated antisemitism. Inside that building 
were definitely people with many different opinions about Israel and this war, 
none of whom control Netanyahu’s hand, including 140 children, who are 
blameless for any politician’s actions. They were targeted because they 
identify as Jews and for all the assumptions that the assailant attached to that. 
Perhaps the fact that this was an antisemitic act feels obvious to some, but it 
is actually both complex and also disputed in various pockets on both the left 
and the right across this country. But Jews, like every other person, have the 
right to enter our places of prayer and gathering safely - unattached to the 
actions of the Israeli government.  
 
While the politics of this moment are new, the tropes activated are not. When 
it’s useful, Jews in this country have been accused of having dual loyalties - 
purposely making us seem suspect and devious. For millennia, Jews have 
been accused of exercising a shadow power, controlling social and 
governmental structures. And, as David Nirenberg, the author of 
Anti-Judaism, teaches, in every generation, the Jew has been demonized as 
responsible for this world’s pain, whether we were present or not. Rabbi 
Elizabeth Bahar wrote of this attack: “(antisemitic) violence does not emerge 
from nothing. It grows in soil. And the soil has been prepared.” Couple this 



with the current situation in Israel and the Middle East, and we have this 
pressure cooker in which we are living.  
 
It is imperative that, as Jews, we speak out full-throatedly against 
antisemitism. It is imperative that we demand attention and outrage by our 
elected officials, that we have expectations of our interfaith partners that they 
will express care for us when our people are attacked, and that smart and 
systemic, evidence-based policies be put into place to stop the rising 
antisemitism in this country. Hannah, as you taught - we must put our time and 
resources into protecting our own stability, our own safety, our own people’s 
very lives and right to live and pray and gather in community without fear.  
 
And in response, here at CBE, you should know that we will dig in so much 
deeper to live the vibrant Jewish lives we lead, to enact the fierce and loving 
Jewish values that define us, and to celebrate being Jewish in private and 
public at volume.  
 
Hannah, as you taught, we have to take care of the “us” part of things so that 
we don’t become weakened to the extent that we can’t care for ourselves 
even when the times are quite difficult. We find this in the teaching of Hillel the 
Elder, who asked: Im ein ani li, mi li? If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
 
Before the attack on Temple Israel, what I felt I needed to talk about this 
morning was actually something that happened earlier in the week. Because 
last Shabbat, the self-proclaimed Nazi, Jake Lang, led a small, but ugly march 
to Gracie Mansion to protest what he called the Islamafication of New York 
City. A Nazi, marching through our city, yelling disgusting slurs against 
Muslims - not just at one Muslim, but at all Muslims. Jake Lang was also 
arrested on January 6th, 2021 for assaulting police officers with a baseball bat 
outside our nation’s Capitol. He served four years until he was pardoned by 
our current president. He is currently running for US Senate. 
 
And I thought - a synagogue in NYC cannot let an anti-Muslim Nazi-march in 
our city go by without a forceful vocal opposition and an outright rejection. And 
then the Temple Israel attack happened and then I reread both of your divrei 
Torah for today.  



 
And the second sentence of Hillel’s teaching presented itself. For he 
continued: Uch’sh’ani l’atzmi mah ani? And if I am only for myself, then what 
am I?  
 
The other side of your seesaw balance, Hannah: To give of our resources and 
our time and our platform to protect “the other” who is attacked simply 
because of their own religious identity. It is imperative that, as Jews, we speak 
out full-throatedly against Islamophobia, demanding attention and outrage and 
smart and systemic, evidence-based policies to stop it. 
 
Now these are obviously very different incidents. One intended a catastrophic 
outcome. The other contributed to the slow boil of hatred. But they both end 
up in the same place. With a vulnerable people living under increased danger 
as bias is whipped up against us. No one should have to live that way. 
 
There are some who say that the Jews must now circle the wagons, look 
inward, we have no allies, so all of our limited resources must go to our work 
against antisemitism and to do otherwise is a betrayal. And that is an 
understandable perspective - it’s a trauma response. But I do not believe it’s 
the right response.  
  
The text in Vayakhel-Pekudei in which the people keep bringing more and 
more and more for the building of the Mishkan until Moses tells them to stop 
teaches us something important about the idea of abundance vs. scarcity. The 
people gave with an abundance mindset - that there is enough, there will be 
enough, and that sharing does not diminish the sharer. The opposite 
worldview is scarcity. A scarcity mindset encourages us to think in a zero-sum 
kind of way - that if you get more of something, then I will necessarily get less 
of it. This is true in some cases. Some things can and do get used up. The 
earth’s resources - like oil - will eventually get used up. Pie. Pie is zero sum. If 
you get more of it, I will get less of it. A particular professional position.  
 
But many things, perhaps most things from a certain angle, are not zero-sum. 
They are abundant and increase with our giving them. Love, compassion, 



care, concern for the targets of hate. In these cases, if you get some, I don’t 
have to have less. In these cases, giving amplifies what is given.  
 
It is critically important that we speak out against and act to stop antisemitism. 
Hatred against Jews, wherever it’s coming from, cannot be allowed to flourish. 
But it is not zero-sum. In fact, when Muslims are safer, and immigrants are 
safer, and black folks are safer, and trans folks are safer, Jews are safer. 
Safety is not zero-sum.  
 
For example, deepening relationships with our neighbors so that we know one 
another as people and not as symbols - this makes us all stronger. Working to 
restore the Nonprofit Security Funding Grant, which has been gutted by this 
administration, makes every house of worship safer. Education programs, 
interfaith initiatives, and standing up for other targeted communities begins the 
slow process of building trusted allies instead of lamenting that we have none 
or trying to go this on our own.   
 
No one wants to live at this frequency of possible violence or actual violence. 
And giving generously and lovingly to others while also meaningfully caring for 
ourselves makes us all stronger. 
 
Now, it’s difficult to square this truth with what we hear from our leaders today 
- the leaders that you spoke about, Eloise. More often than not, it seems that 
our elected and appointed leaders are doing their best to divide us, 
encouraging us to blame other minority communities for our pain. Why? Well, 
probably lots of reasons, but a populace that sees each other as the enemy is 
much much weaker. Much easier to manipulate, control, or ignore. I believe 
that we must not fall into these traps. Inflaming blanket hatreds might be their 
strategy, but it doesn’t need to be our strategy. 
 
Eloise, you pointed to a Moses who is a reliable leader. You taught that even 
with all the pressure that he was under, he was a leader who built real trust 
with his people. He was their intermediary between them and God, he helped 
them have something tangible to hold onto, and, as you taught so beautifully, 
even as he helped them each to individually feel seen and heard, he also 
gave them a meaningful sense of “where they were going as a people 



together.” He did see their differences, their quite unique needs, but he 
chose not to pit those needs against each other. Jews and Muslims and 
immigrants and other minorities today - we do have unique needs and good 
leaders need to be able to respond to that, as well. But like Moses did, 
responding is not the same as capitalizing upon. You helped us envision 
leaders who can hold both our uniqueness and our potential unity, who can 
lead a society that can engage in difficult things together, grow with each 
other, learn to care about each other in spite of our disagreements, and to 
see that we are necessarily all in this moment together. 
 
Eloise, if our leaders today cannot or will not do that, then what you taught us 
through the lens of the Mishkan, which the people all actually built together, is 
that it will have to be us. We will have to lead. In a way that recognizes that we 
are safer together, that we rely on each other, that both sides of the balance 
must be robust for society to heal from this moment in history in which 
violence and threats and division are woven into our every day. 
 
I want to end with this powerful teaching by Rabbi Mordechai Yosef of Izbica, 
from the 19th century. He wrote: “In the building of the Tabernacle. . . . at first, 
each skilled individual did his own part of the construction, and it seemed to 
each one that his own work was extraordinary (and stood alone). Afterwards, 
once they saw how their several contributions to the ‘service’ of the 
Tabernacle were integrated — all the boards, the sockets, the curtains and the 
loops fit together as if one person had done it all - then they realized how each 
one of them had depended upon the other.” 
 
May we be part of the slow, but steady process of healing from this moment - 
to be among those who care for our part of the work, for our own hands that 
build, and to realize together that the task is made most whole when we see 
how much we depend on one another - for our safety, for our hope, for 
building the world we want to live in. Hannah and Eloise, we are so proud of 
the teachings that you brought today, the way you guided us into challenging, 
and very real questions, and how you are now taking your place among the 
leaders of the Jewish people. Mazal tov. 


